Princess Caraboo

Princess Caraboo is a fictional movie about "Princess Caraboo".

In the year of 1817, a princess from the Far East is washed up on England's shoreline. The strange princess is called Caraboo (Phoebe Cates, Gremlins 1 and 2, Shag). No one under​stands her and she is tried for the crime of begging. A man, also in custody, claims that he somewhat under​stands the Princess' language and that she comes from a land far away. A certain Mrs. Worrall and her husband (Wendy Hughes, Paradise Road, Amerika) want the princess to stay at their mansion. The only reason, though, is to heighten their prestige among the fine families in England. The princess is therefore relieved from accusations, but the local reporter, Mr. Gutch (Stephen Rea, Interview with the Vampire, Citizen X, Fever Pitch) however; doesn't believe in the Princess' story. He intends to find out who she really is. Is she a princess from the Far East or just a simple beggar?

Frixos, (Kevin Kline, French Kiss, A Fish Called Wanda, Fierce Creatures, Wild Wild West) another person, who believes she's a fake, is a servant in the Worrall family.

To find out who this mysterious princess really is they fetch professor Wilkinson (John Lithgow, 3rd Rock from the Sun, The Pelican Brief, Cliffhanger), expert on Far East languages. The Princess manages to evade professor Wilkinson's suspicions. Not only that the Princess make the professor believe in her story, he also falls in love with her.

The Apthorpe's are a rivalling family to the Worrall's. One day the Apthorpe's kidnap the Princess. They take her to a ball, where she dances with the Prince Regent (John Sessions, A Midsummer's Night Dream, Gormenghast).

Meanwhile, Mr. Gutch makes some research about the Princess' past life. He finally comes to a family who has had the princess employed as a servant. Mr. Gutch finds out that the Princess' real name is Mary Baker. He rushes to the ball and force himself forward to Mary Baker. He speaks with her privately and tells her what he recently found out about her.

The Worrall's is told about the Princess' fake identity. Mary Baker is about to be hanged, but through Mr. Gutch's comprehensive investigations about the bank, where Mr. Worrall (Jim Broadbent, Time Bandits, Brazil, Smilla's Sense of Snow) works, Mary can be saved. Mr. Gutch finds out that the head of the bank is a bunch of fraudsters. Therefore Mr. Gutch and Mr. Worrall decide to exchange one fraud with another. Mr. Gutch promises not to accuse Mr. Worrall for being a fraudster and Mr. Worrall promises not to let Mary Baker be hanged.

The movie ends with the divorce of the Worrall's, and Mary Baker and Mr. Gutch sail away to America together.

I think the movie is quite good, though it is not a GREAT movie. It's well worth the time it takes to see it. You don't know who she (the Princess) really is until the end scenes. The performance of the actors was rather splendid, but what could you expect with a casting like that. The movie is said to be based on a true story, but I don't really believe that. If a woman could deceive so many people, she had to be capable of an extraordinary imagination. She had to invent an own religion, an own language, and own customs.

Finally, I would like to recommend this movie to everyone.
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